
  

  

 

Main Line 509-524-2610 
commdev@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Inspection Request Line   
509-524-2611 
 
Residential Burn Decision Line 
509-524-2612 
 
Permit/Document Submittals 
permits@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Thomas E. Glover, AICP, Director 
509-524-2621 
tglover@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Felicia Gorze, Administrative 
Assistant 509-524-2619 
fgorze@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Lauren Prentice, Principal 
Planner 509-524-2620 
lprentice@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Blake Nass, Assistant Planner 
509-524-2618 
bnass@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Todd Blevins, Building Official 
509-524-2617  
tblevins@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Ron Bull, Building Inspector I 
509-524-2615  
rbull@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Lauri Withers, CPT, Permit 
Technician  509-524-2614 
lwithers@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Nina Baston, Code Compliance 
509-524-2616 
nbaston@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Inspection Hours 7AM – 4 PM 
Office Hours 
8AM – 5PM: M, Tu, Th, F 
9AM – 5PM: W 
(Closed for lunch: noon – 1 p.m.) 
No payments accepted after 4PM 

Walla Walla County Community Development 
Department Newsletter 

310 W Poplar St Suite 200,   Walla Walla, WA 99362 
Mission Statement 

The Community Development Department exists to guide growth for Walla Walla County by 
ensuring awareness of regulations pertaining to the general health, safety and welfare of the 

public.  We do this through the application and enforcement of adopted codes and policies with a 
commitment to consistent professional service in order to maintain quality of life.  

 
 From the Director’s Desk    

by Tom Glover, AICP 
 

 

What a summer it was!  Hot and dry, with intermittent wild fires, some large.  But now, 
the air has cooled, the fires are out, there is rain in the forecast, and the leaves are 
beginning to turn color.  Fall is a wonderful time of year.  And we live in a place where 
the construction season can sometimes extend into November and December as long 
as the weather cooperates.   
 

Despite the challenges posed by the long, hot summer, your friendly County 
Community Development Department staff has been keeping busy processing 
applications for construction permits, land use actions, residential burn permits, and 
chasing code compliance cases.   
 

Activity to date, Jan. 1st – Sept. 16th (180 regular working days): 
 

•  40 permits issued for new single-family residential (SFR) construction.   
•  373 total permits issued under Building Code, all types.    
•  Total valuation of all construction projects:  $19,596,876. 
•  Total fees collected from building permits:  $304,515.   
•  Land use planning applications (approved & pending):  100. 
•  Total land use fees collected to date:  $40,670. 
•  598 residential burn permits issued.  Fees collected:  $17,940. 
•  83 code compliance cases opened, and 71 closed. 
 

Total applications entered into TRAKiT, to date:   1,071. 
Total Revenue/fees collected, to date:  $363,125 
 

Comparing activity between years is difficult to do when the current year has not yet 
finished, but the data compiled to date seems to indicate that revenue collected from 
the sale of permits and planning applications will be approximately equal to the level of 
activity we saw for 2014.  And, that’s good news!  Last year was the fifth year in a row 
where we saw continued growth, gauging by the revenue figures shown for that time 
period. 
 

October 1st will be the start of the final quarter of this year.  I anticipate that we will 
continue to see the level of construction permitting activity we’ve seen for the first 
nine months of this year.  In addition, work will resume on the County’s Shoreline 
Master Program, and we expect to complete the review of several applications for 
amendments to the County’s Zoning Code and Comprehensive Plan.   
 

I look forward to 2016.  I have completed the initial draft of the department’s 2016 
budget, and am now awaiting review by the Board of County Commissioners.  I don’t 
expect the department’s expenditures to change much in 2016 (staffing levels are 
expected to remain unchanged), but I would like to provide staff with the supplies and 
training they need to do their jobs so that they can better serve our customers. 
 

Please stop by our office at:  310 W. Poplar, second floor any time to visit with us.  You 
can also find us on the web at:  www.co.walla-walla.wa.us   There, you will find 
announcements, the County’s Code, building permit activity, and meeting agendas for 
the Planning Commission.  As always, it is our pleasure to serve you.   

 

 

mailto:commdev@co.walla-walla.wa.us
mailto:nbaston@co.walla-walla.wa.us
http://www.co.walla-walla.wa.us/


 

Ecological Intelligence by Blake Nass, Assistant Planner 
Planning ahead is rarely a wasted effort. It can keep a process moving, clarify details and provide a framework to 
conceptualize ideas.  I was introduced to this notion some time ago with the alliteration: proper prior planning prevents 
pitifully poor performance.   Within my professional work position, I’m routinely given the opportunity to put this mindset 
into practice or attempt to help others in the process.  Even my job title as Assistant Planner hints at the idea that I should 
be focused on planning things out.  It’s in this process of ironing out small details and coordinating multiple processes that 
I’ve realized how the big picture sometimes becomes obscured.  In my favorite work subject, so far, of dealing with critical 
areas, it’s easy to become lost in the true purpose of the need for protections. With more than one section of the county code 
pertaining to these regulations adding complexity to their purpose, it’s crucial to step back and recognize their intent of 
creating an ecologically intelligent community. 
 
Among the numerous regulated critical areas within Walla Walla County, there’s a great opportunity to become consumed 
by the nuances and particular requirements between them all.  When meeting with a customer, the question is often asked, 
“why are these items a concern?” This question is certainly not out of ignorance; they deal with items that are the least of 
most peoples concerns.  But the answer to this question, or at least my best attempt at it, is they help to achieve a 
community’s greatest goal; sustainability and longevity.  In other words, planning out a community that has its eye turned 
towards the environment in which it exists helps to ensure its growth instead of hindrance due to oversight.  Remaining 
mindful of the landscape that a community occupies ensures that its basic foundation isn’t slowly degraded over time and 
through use.  In order to prevent pitifully poor performance, a community has to remain aware of its actions and prepare 
accordingly.  While it may not seem like a clutch decision to address the presence of steep slopes on a project site or nearby 
wildlife habitat, it stands the chance to be just that when the loss of a species or erosion control issue is avoided later.  The 
planning of a community must have its finger on the pulse of multiple items, and remaining ecologically intelligent is just 
one of them. 

The Department of Community Health’s Role 
in Land Development and Building Permits 

By Kevin Tureman Environmental Public Health Manager 
 
If you are reading this article then you are probably wondering why the Department of Community Health is writing an 
article for the Department of Community Development quarterly newsletter? The reason is to inform people of the integral 
part the Department of Community Health plays when someone is dividing land or trying to obtain a building permit.  
 
When someone wants to divide land one of the first things you should ask yourself is if the lot is going to be served by public 
sewer or by a septic system. This is an important step because your answer will dictate how big a lot can be sized. If you are 
planning on using a septic system then you will want to talk to Community Health because once a septic system is proposed 
on a new development our codes dictate how big that lot needs to be. Our lot size requirements are dependent on soil type 
and whether or not you have access to public water for drinking. Lot size requirements may be more restrictive or less 
restrictive than the current zoning requirements, it just depends on the location of the land.  
 
When someone wants to build a structure in the county that requires sewer and water one of the things the Building 
Official will ask for is proof that you have a sewer and water connection available and that is where we come in. We are the 
department who issues septic permits and gives advice on locations for new wells. Once your septic and well have been 
approved we will then notify the Building Department that your structure has adequate sewer and water connections. To 
get a septic permit you have to first prove to us that you have an adequate supply of water. This is usually done through a 
well log or if you are in a water district a service agreement. To get your well drill or service connection approved can take 
some time so while you are waiting on that we can evaluate the lot to see what type of septic system will be required. To do 
this we will often times ask for a test hole to be dug in the area where you are proposing to place your septic system. This is 
done because soils are not uniform and one lot could have soils that have no issues and allow a gravity septic system to be 
installed while the adjacent lot could have soils that require an engineer to design a special system to for that lot.  
 
This is just a brief synopsis of the role that the Department of Community Health has when a person wants to divide land or 
obtain a building permit.  If you have any question about septic system or lot size requirements feel free to contact our 
office at 509.524.2682     

  



  

 SAFETY TIPS FOR FALL by Todd Blevins, Building Official  
  

As summer turns to fall, it's a good idea to refresh your memory on fall fire safety tips. Some safety tips are the 
same regardless of the time of year, but many safety concerns are seasonal, particularly those that involve 
keeping your home warm. 
 

 Time Changes Mean Battery Changes 
Get in the habit of changing the batteries in your smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors every fall and 
spring when changing the clocks for Daylight Savings Time. It is also a good idea to make it standard 
procedure in your household to verify that all fire extinguishers are fully charged and in working order when you 
adjust the clocks each season. 

 Home Heating Tips 
No matter what type of device you use to heat your home, making sure your heating devices and/or systems are 
in good working order is an important part of learning some fall fire safety tips. Many things can go wrong with 
heating equipment during the spring and summer months. Verify that everything you need to keep your home 
warm throughout fall and winter is in good working order before you experience the first cold snap of the 
season. 

 Central Heating System Safety Tips 
• Get your central heating system cleaned, inspected and serviced by a certified HVAC (heating, venting and 

air conditioning) contractor every year before using it. 
• If you have a gas heater, make sure that you have a sufficient quantity of fully functioning carbon 

monoxide detectors installed in your home. 
 Space Heater Safety Tips 

• Make sure that any space heaters are surrounded by at least three feet of empty space. 
• Never place clothing or any other objects on a space heater to dry. 
• Do not place space heaters near furniture or drapery. 
• Turn space heaters off when you leave the house or go to bed. 
• Avoid storing any combustible items near heaters. 

 Fireplace Safety Tips 
• Get your chimney inspected each year to make sure that it is safe. 
• Hire a chimney sweep to clean out your chimney every fall. 
• Repair any cracks in fireplaces. 
• Use fireplace screens to keep sparks and fire debris inside the fireplace. 
• Do not every use gasoline to start a fire in the fireplace. 
• Never leave a fire unattended. 
• Make sure that combustible materials are not stored within three feet of your fireplace. 
• For natural gas fireplaces, get all connections and lines inspected before use each season. 
• Remember that outdoor fireplaces can be just as dangerous as indoor units, and observe all safety 

precautions when using them. 
 Fire Safety Tips for Holiday Decorations 

• Do not use candles in Halloween jack-o-lanterns. Flashlights are much safer. 
• Make sure that children's costumes are made with fire retardant materials. 
• Use only fire retardant holiday decorations. 
• Verify that all holiday lights and extension cords have been tested by an organization such as Factory 

Mutual or Underwriters Laboratory. 
 Outdoor Fall Fire Safety Tips 

• Clear your roof and gutters of unnecessary buildup of debris, such as pine needles and leaves. 
• Learn the outdoor burning regulations in your area, and do not engage in illegal burning of leaves and 

other outdoor debris. 
 

 Safety Matters 
There is nothing more important than the safety of your family. Everyone in your home needs to know how to 
behave responsibly to reduce the likelihood of experiencing a fire. However, because fires can start at any time 
without warning, it is also very important that the members of your household know how to react in the event of 
a fire. It's a good idea to review fire prevention and safety tips with your family every fall, and several other times 
throughout the year. 
 

http://safety.lovetoknow.com/Fire_Safety_Monitoring
http://safety.lovetoknow.com/Fire_Safety_Monitoring
http://costumes.lovetoknow.com/Halloween_Props
http://safety.lovetoknow.com/Electrical_Safety_Tips_at_Home
http://safety.lovetoknow.com/Fire_Prevention_Month


 Walla Walla Community Development Department Newsletter Vol 4, Issue 1, 2015. 
Thank you for your interest. Should you have any questions, or to submit ideas or suggestions that may make a good newsletter article, do not 

hesitate to contact Nina Baston @ 509-524-2616 or nbaston@co.walla-walla.wa.us.  This publication will be issued 4 times a year. In the mean time 
you can stay up to date at our website at http://www.co.walla-walla.wa.us/departments/comdev/index.shtml 

2012 Energy Code Worksheets 
 

Forms and worksheets for the 2012 WSEC have changed. Instead of being incorporated into one 
workbook, the Prescriptive Worksheet, the Glazing Schedule and the Heating System Sizing Calculator are 
independent documents. 
•     Prescriptive Method. The prescriptive approach is the simplest method of WSEC code compliance. Meet all 
the minimum insulation levels required by Prescriptive requirements for the climate zone where the building is 
being constructed and choose additional credits and the project complies with the building envelope. The 
following Excel file provides a method for documenting compliance with the prescriptive standards. 

o Prescriptive Worksheet –  All Climate Zones  o Table R406.2 Energy Credits 
  •      Glazing Schedule. Using the Prescriptive Method, all glazing must have an “area weighted average” U-Factor        
of .30. This means that some windows can have a higher U-Factor than .30 and some can have a lower U-factor 
than .30 as long as the area weighted average is U-.30 or lower. You may need to complete this form to 
document glazing compliance when applying for your building permit. 

o Glazing schedule 
   •     Heating System Sizing Calculator. This calculator is a simpler version of previous worksheets and is for newly 
constructed buildings. The 2012 WSEC Heating System Sizing calculator assumes that your glazing products have 
an area weighted average of U-.30. Use the dropdown boxes to choose insulation levels and enter the areas of 
each building component. The form has embedded instructions-hover your curser over the red triangles to see 
them. Note that this calculator sizes heating systems only. It will not accurately size cooling systems. 

o Heating System Sizing Worksheet 
•     Component Performance Approach (2012 WSEC). Please contact WSU at energycode@energy.wsu.edu or 360-
956-2042 for a 2012 version of the CP Worksheet. To complete the WSU Washington State Energy Code 
worksheets which are required to be submitted with all new residential building permit applications and all 
residential additions over 750 sq ft; go to http://www.energy.wsu.edu/BuildingEfficiency/EnergyCode.aspx. 
Then right click on http://www.energy.wsu.edu/Documents/Prescriptive_Zone1.xlsx and save to your 
computer. The forms won’t come up until you save them. Then proceed per the instructions. You will see the 
tabs at the bottom of the worksheet. 
 

If you have questions, Please contact: The WSU Energy Program. They receive funding to provide technical 
assistance on the residential sections of the WSEC. Phone: 360-956-2042  Email: energycode@energy.wsu.edu 
Contact: Gary Nordeen, Luke Howard, Emily Salzberg or Tanya Beavers 
 

  

STAFF SPOTLIGHT – Tom Glover, Director 
Prior to WWCCDD getting re-established last January, Tom was the Director of the Walla 
Walla Joint Community Development Agency, (WWJCDA) a cooperative arrangement 
between the City and the County.  While serving in that capacity Tom was also serving as 
the interim Executive Director of the Walla Walla Valley MPO & SRTPO during its initial 
start-up phase.  Tom was Director of the County’s Community Development Department 
prior to the formation of the joint agency.  He’s now been serving as Director in this 
community for the past eight years.  Tom was born and raised in Spokane, and is a 
graduate of Eastern Washington University.  But, before coming to Walla Walla, Tom was 
residing in Colorado where he had been living for 17 years.  He earned his master’s degree 
in Urban & Regional Planning from the University of Colorado.  He received his AICP 
(Association of Certified Planners) in 1996, while still living in Denver.  Tom and his family 
live on their 10 acre property in the Frenchtown/Lowden area. 
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